
June 23, 2022 

 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

 

Chairman Gunderson called the meeting to order at 9 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All 

commissioners were present. 

Chairman Gunderson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Deputy A/T Netland 

had the following additions:  1. Gary Cares Donation; 2. Resolution Establishing an Absentee Ballot, Mail 

Ballot and UOCAVA Board; 3. Applications for Gambling Permits for two events; 4. Resolution and Grant 

Request Sponsoring the FireFrost ATV Trail; 5. Christina Lien, Flom Community Club Raffle Permit for 

Flom Farm Fest; 6. Human Resources Update; 7. Expansion of Social Work Staffing; 8. Resolution 

Designating Medsurety LLC and Matrix Trust as Health Reimbursement Arrangement Trustee; 9. School 

Nurse Contracts; 10. Children’s Dental Services Contract; 11. Out of State Travel Request; 12. Public 

Health Updates; 13. Update on Water Supply Project.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to 

approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 7th meeting.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

Chairman Gunderson then brought forward the first item of miscellaneous business, that being the 

Resolution for Classification of Non-Conservation Land in Relation to Tax-Forfeited Property.  It was 

confirmed that this was dealing with the two parcels that were discussed at the June 7 meeting.  

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to adopt CR 06-23-2022-1 A Resolution for Classification 

of Non-Conservation Land in Relation to Tax-Forfeited Property.  Commissioner Hall seconded the 

motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file 

in the A/T Office. 

The next item under miscellaneous business was that being the donation in the amount of $1,251.00 

from the one Fund “Gary Cares” dated 05/15/2022.  The letter wasn’t clear as to where this money was 

to be donated to within Norman County so Melissa Netland was requested to contact Gary Cares and 

confirm where the money belongs.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the 

acceptance of the donation and to place it where it needs to go.  Commissioner Hall seconded the 

motion and all voted in favor. 

Another item under the miscellaneous business was the Resolution Establishing an Absentee Ballot, Mail 

Ballot and UOCAVA Board.  Norman County is required by Minnesota Statutes 203B.121, Subd.1 to 

establish an Absentee Ballot, Mail Ballot and UOCAVA Board for the Primary Election, effective 

06/23/2022.  These boards will bring uniformity in the processing of accepting or rejecting returned 

absentee, mail and UOCAVA ballots in Norman County.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to 

adopt CR 06-23-2022-2 A Resolution Establishing an Absentee Ballot, Mail Ballot and UOCAVA Board.  

Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted 

unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the A/T Office. 

Another item under miscellaneous business was the Applications for Gambling Permits for two events.  

The gambling permits were submitted by the Wild Rice Conservation Club.  One event is to be held on 

11/05/2022 at the County Road 38 Bar and Grill in Flom, MN.  This event will be raffling off numerous 

items for outdoor activities.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the Gambling 

Permit for the event to be held at the County Road 38 Bar and Grill in Flom, MN.  Commissioner Hall 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 



The second event is being held on 11/12/2022 at the Twin Valley Municipal Liquor Store in Twin Valley, 

MN.  This event will be raffling off guns and some other prizes as well.  Commissioner Bommersbach 

made a motion to approve the Gambling Permit for the event to be held at the Twin Valley Municipal 

Liquor Store in Twin Valley, MN.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

Last item under miscellaneous business was brought forward by Christina Lien.  Ms. Lien brought 

forward an LG220 Application for Exempt Permit for Minnesota Lawful Gambling to conduct a raffle in 

conjunction with Flom Farm Fest to be held 08/26-08/28/2022 in Flom, MN.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach made a motion to approve the LG220 Application for Exempt Permit for Minnesota 

Lawful Gambling to be held during Flom Farm Fest.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all 

voted in favor. 

Chairman Gunderson then asked if commissioners had been able to review the bills.  Commissioner 

Redland made a motion to approve the bills as submitted: 

Revenue - $24,016.94  Road & Bridge - $227,065.86  Building - $521.20 

EDA - $1,025.00   Forfeited Property Tax - $472.88 Public Health - $4,596.61 

Solid Waste - $33,806.50 County Homes - $339.97 

TOTAL -- $291,844.96 

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

Chairman Gunderson then asked if commissioners had been able to review the E-911 bills.  

Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the E-911 Bills as submitted: 

Revenue - $57.24 

TOTAL -- $57.24 

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

At 9:20 a.m. Galen Cariveau, HR, addressed the Board with an Expansion of Social Work Staffing request 

that had been brought to the staffing committee.  Social Services would like to expand the social 

workers by 1 Full Time Employee (FTE).  This person would be covering the case load for vulnerable 

adults.  Nancy Rhen joined the meeting to present some information regarding this request.  She had 

received numbers from other counties showing the trend in increased caseloads for this population.  

The request is for 1FTE for an Adult Social Worker Position.  This person would be covering adults ages 

18-up needing services for special needs basic care for UCare, but this person would also conduct 

MNChoices assessments.  This position would also serve as a floater for all waiver services, which 

provides reimbursements.  This position would have a reimbursement from U-Care, and have no cost to 

the County.  If this position is approved it would take some of the caseload off of the current Social 

Workers to help even out the work load.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the 

expansion of the Social Worker staff by 1 FTE.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and 

all voted in favor. 

Mr. Cariveau then provided an HR update to the Board regarding staffing.  The child protection position 

in Social Services was interviewing their 3rd candidate later today.  The Extension Office has a summer 

intern in the office until fall.  There is still one full-time clerk position available in the Auditor/Treasurer 

Office.  The Recorder’s Office had hired a part-time employee, but with the full-time position becoming 

available they have moved the new hire into the full-time position and now are looking to rehire for the 

part-time position.  The County has found somebody with a boiler license to be the on-call person in 



case Kelly Kappes needs to be gone.  The new hire will serve as an on-call custodian year-round but 

won’t be starting until after this summer. 

At 9:30 a.m. David Stene, CFO, addressed the Board with a resolution designating Medsurety LLC and 

Matrix Trust as Health Reimbursement Arrangement Trustee.  On 09/01/2022, the transition will start 

from Further/Health Equity to Medsurety LLC.  There will be a blackout period of 3 weeks, where your 

HSA/VEBA cards will not be able to be used.  This period will start the last week of August and go 

through September 6, 2022.  Mr. Stene will be sending out correspondence to the employees.  

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt A Resolution Designating Medsurety LLC and Matrix 

Trust as Health Reimbursement Arrangement Trustee.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and on 

roll call vote the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the A/T 

Office. 

At this time, Jesse Lee approached the Board as a concerned citizen regarding the purchase of a new 

desk in the Sheriff’s Office.  At the last meeting up to a $100,000 of ARP money was allocated to the 

Sheriff’s Office for the replacement of the dispatch radio console and one dispatch work station.  Mr. 

Lee thought that the work station could be purchased for a way lower cost than what was quoted in the 

meeting.  He felt he could have built one for a lesser cost.  

Another citizen, Mike Bangle from Twin Valley, approached the Board with a concern regarding Social 

Services.  Mr. Bangle was requesting a break down of who Norman County Social Services helps.  He 

would like to know the cost to care for people in Norman County, and wants to see the costs broken 

down.  Commissioner Bommersbach stated that Social Services has to follow set guidelines/statutes that 

are put into place by the State.  Commissioner Jacobson directed him to contact his commissioner to 

bring his concern and any other concerns he may have to the Social Services Board. 

At 9:45 a.m. Sarah Kjono approached the Board with the school nurse contracts for Norman County 

East, Ada-Borup-West and Mahnomen.  They would like to expand their services from covering from 

08/01-06/30 to being all year.  There are many new programs that these schools are holding during the 

summer months that could use the coverage of Public Health.  The cost for these services to each school 

district are $50/hour and are as follows: 

 Ada-Borup West  350 hours $17,500.00 

 Mahnomen   225 hours $11,250.00 

 Norman County East  200 hours $10,000.00 

From the Covid workforce dollars that have been received we still have funds available.  Polk County is 

similar in the reimbursement.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the School Nurse 

Contracts for Norman County East, Ada-Borup-West and Mahnomen.  Commissioner Hall seconded the 

motion and all voted in favor. 

Next item that Ms. Kjono addressed was the Children’s Dental Services Contract.  This contract would 

provide community-based services.  BCBS is funding this to help expand underserved communities.  

What we need to do is provide a 10X10 space and recruit patients to be seen with dental needs.  Public 

Health would like to partner with their current WIC clientele for this service.  They would provide exams 

and a wide variety of dental services that are needed.  The clientele they would serve would be from 

birth to adult age.  James Brue, County Attorney, has reviewed the contract and sees no issues.  

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the Children’s Dental Services Contract.  

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

Third item brought forward by Ms. Kjono was an out-of-state travel request.  Public Health had received 

a Drug-Free Communities Federal Grant.  There is a training that is held twice a year, Kim Myers and 



Kelsey Merkens would like to attend this training.  The training will be held in Florida in July.  The cost is 

$4,500 and would be covered by the Drug-Free Communities Federal Grant.  Commissioner Hall made a 

motion to approve the out-of-state travel request for Kim Myers and Kelsey Merkens.  Commissioner 

Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

Ms. Kjono then provided the Board with a Public Health update.  Public Health has applied for two 

grants.  One is Family Home Visiting and the other is Family Planning Special Projects.  Both grants are 

through the Minnesota Department of Health.  Ms. Kjono stated that more and more people are using 

the Covid at-home testing kits that are available through Public Health and other places as well.  They 

are now starting to get back to some normal work hours.  The Covid vaccine is now being offered to 

children under 5.  The age range is 6-months to age 5.  Public Health is no longer testing people.  Ms. 

Kjono shared information regarding a new platform being used by Essentia.  It is a referral platform 

called Resourceful.  This program integrates the referral into the patient’s healthcare record which then 

allows more access by medical facilities.  Providers would be able to do their referrals through 

Resourceful.  It was stated that Sanford also uses this same platform.  She discussed possibly using Covid 

dollars for something like this. 

Chairman Gunderson called for a short break before beginning with the Highway agenda. 

At 10:10 a.m. Keith Berndt, County Engineer, addressed the Board regarding a resolution sponsoring the 

FireFrost ATV Trail and a grant with the State of Minnesota for Off-Highway Vehicle (All-Terrain Vehicle, 

Off-Highway Motorcycle and/or Off-Road Vehicle).  The total obligation of the State for all compensation 

and reimbursements to the County under this grant contract would not exceed $50,630.00.  

Commissioner Redland made a motion to adopt CR 06-23-2022-3 A Resolution Sponsoring the FireFrost 

ATV Trail.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and on roll call vote the resolution was 

adopted unanimously.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the State of Minnesota Off-

Highway Vehicle (All-Terrain Vehicle, Off-Highway Motorcycle and/or Off-Road Vehicle) Grant Contract 

Agreement.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

Next item that Mr. Berndt brought forward was the update on the water supply project. The water 

supply project is called the West Central Regional Water District Project.  With that, he introduced Lucas 

Spaeth, Darin Johnson (Halstad Mayor) and Sarah Sesselman from Advanced Engineering and 

Environmental Services (AE2S) to discuss this project.  The counties that would be affected by this 

project would be Norman, Polk and Clay.  The group prepared a PowerPoint to show the need for this 

project and some of the costs. That led to the request of the use of ARPA funds to fund this project.  The 

request they made was for Norman County Commission to support the efforts by Baker Tilly and/or 

AE2S to form a new Rural Water District comprised of areas within Polk, Norman and Clay Counties as 

soon as possible.  The Commission would understand that the anticipated total maximum cost for legal 

formation of a district is estimated to be $60,000 where each County would cooperate to fund this 

effort.  The group had presented to Polk County and they did not commit at this time.  Clay County has 

no further ARPA funds to contribute.  Norman County has ARPA funds available.  It was stated that 

Norman County does need to do something but they feel they do not need to provide the whole 

$60,000.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to allocate $30,000 of ARPA dollars to the West 

Central Regional Water District Project to assist with the formation of a water district.  Commissioner 

Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

At 11:15 a.m. Garry Johanson, ESO, addressed the Board with a FEMA/State flood update.  The total cost 

of flood damage came in below the initial amount of $980,000.  The flood damage total for Norman 

County was $625,000.  The cost of these damages will be 75% covered by FEMA and the remaining 25% 

being covered by the State.  There will be no cost to townships if their damage was after 04/22/2022.  It 

looked like all townships met that date. 



Next Mr. Johanson talked to the Board about the Planning Commission members.  They have lost 2 

members on the Planning Commission, Greg Slotten and Dick Storsved.  Commissioner Jacobson and 

Commissioner Hall each need to find a new member to replace them.   

Mr. Johanson had Tracy Johnson from Norman/Mahnomen Public Health join the meeting to discuss 

AEDs.  Currently the courthouse has pads that are expired and the battery is about to expire.  Norman 

County needs to replace the devices and the request was for 1 for the courthouse and possibly 2 for the 

highway department.  The new AEDs come with the pads and the batteries would be lithium and those 

can be purchased at the hardware store in town.  The new machines today that are provided are 

compatible with the EMS machines that are used.  This allows the EMS staff to not have to switch 

machines when they arrive on the scene.  The pads have a 7-year life span instead of 2 years.  The cost 

per device is $1,675.  We would need to replace the one at the courthouse as soon as possible, and the 

ones for the highway department can be budgeted for next year.  Mr. Johanson stated he would work 

with Dave on this.  Tracy stated that she can provide the training for the new AEDs and it would be nice 

to have at least 2 people trained.  She is also willing to do CPR training for any County employee so that 

they can become CPR certified.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the purchasing of 1 

AED for the courthouse right away and 1 AED for the highway department next year.  Commissioner Hall 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

Mr. Johanson provided an update on the recent Solid Waste Advisory meeting.  At the Advisory meeting, 

it was brought up about the recycling dumpster.  Water had gotten into the dumpster so all the 

cardboard was worthless and could not be recycled.  It was stated that Norman County has about 25-

50% kitchen garbage in the recycling dumpster and that isn’t allowed.  

Mr. Johanson reported on his Emergency Action Plan meeting that was held with emergency response 

teams, Riverview Dairy reps and Skaurud reps on June 16 at the Skaurud Conference Center.  There 

were 16 people present at this meeting.  At each location there will be an action plan posted.  Such 

things that should be on these plans are phone numbers, a listing of chemicals that are used, a listing of 

hazmat materials, etc. 

At 11:35 a.m. Lynell Simonson Popowski addressed the Board regarding the Northwest Regional 

Transportation Council.  Ms. Popowski is requesting a County Commissioner to join the Council.  The 

Northwest Regional Transportation Council is comprised of agencies, organizations and individuals 

working together to reduce transportation barriers throughout Region 1.  They increase coordination 

between transportation providers, service agents and the private sector to fill transportation gaps.  By 

increasing access to transportation, they help provide individuals with more options.  There are 18 

currently on the Council.  Commissioner Redland volunteered to join the Northwest Regional 

Transportation Council.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to appoint Commissioner Redland 

to the Northwest Regional Transportation Council.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all 

voted in favor. 

At 11:40 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney addressed the Board regarding the appointment of his 

replacement.  The County had researched and visited with neighboring counties and Pemberton Law 

Firm regarding contracting with them to assist Norman County in the interim with a County Attorney.  

Nobody had anyone available to assist with this job function at the current time.  James Brue introduced 

Jason Hastings from Fergus Falls, MN.  Mr. Hastings has his own private practice with the primary focus 

on criminal and family law.  He knows the ins and outs of County and Township work and feels that he 

could do this job in the interim.  Mr. Hastings feels he would have enough time, even with his practice to 

dedicate to the County for their needs.  The time he would be in the office starting out would be Board 

days and court days.  Most files, he stated, can be handled remotely.  If there is a need for more office 

time, he would be able to accommodate.  At the 07/21/2022 Board meeting, an official acceptance of 

James Brue’s resignation will need to be done and the appointment of Jason Hastings to start 



08/17/2022.  Mr. Brue is currently working on getting Mr. Hastings set up with all the necessary 

computer programs and things that he needs. 

At 11:55 a.m. Chairman Gunderson adjourned the meeting. 

 

____________________________________  ____________________________________ 

Marvin Gunderson, Chairman    Melissa Netland, Deputy Auditor-Treasurer 

 


